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It Is This
Switch in

' Orbits Which
,! Determines the

Real Power of the
Baseball Luminary
"Who, Under Some
Circumstances Might
Merely Glow with
Reflected Light.

I T HE real test of the-- baso-y- f

ball star comes whon bo
changos his orbit, or, In

1
' other wordo, Is nwltohed

j j to 8omo other toam. This
1 holds truo when the

j yS change consists of mere- -

1 changing from one ma- -

Jor lcaguo aggregation to anothor or when ho
9 Is switched from the minors to the majors,
i Of course, cvoryone realizes when a young- -

Bter arrives from tho bushoa and broaks Into
j tho big gamo ho Is facing the real tost of his
jj diamond career. Somotlmes ho stands It but,
J far oftonor, the player who has stood head

and shoulders abovo his follow players In some
3 minor lcaguo, even of the clasri of double A,

falls miserably In faster company, and plnys
A llko tho veriest amateur. Sometimes he returns

to the minors, and, after a season or two, Is
(j brought baok Into major ba90ball. Perhaps he
8 makes good this time. Perhaps, not. Thoro Is

j Just a little something lacking. In some cases
j It Is a question of pure nerve.

j Players can tell you of any number of ln- -

jl stances of men coming up from the minors
jji who possessed the nccossary ability to hold a
Jji major league Job and yet fallod through lack
Ijfl of nerve. From the grand otand this would
III appear almost impossible and yet it happens
jji and happens often.

I Then again It Is not, lack of this nerve. Take
Jj tho case of Charley Hall great pitcher in a
j jj class AA league. He has been up thrice In the
j! majors and the first two times he was sent

back. Last year ho made a great record with
ID BL Paul in tho American Association, and the
jjfl Cardinals obtained him. This year he has

! shown little or nothing of the skill which made
llll him one of the stars of tho Association, and
J H Jn tho National League ho Is almost last among
III tho pitchers, in fact, the brand of oall played

H there Is superior to what the National League
showed last year, and it would be thought

IjjJ that Hall, who held his own and ranked right
it with the leaders all of 1915, would make soma
j! kind of showing In the National this year. But
0 he hasn't, and this probably will be his last"
U chance In fast company, for he is not-- a young- -

U Bter. Eugene Paulotto Is another player who
n has shone brightly In the minors, and yet has ."

j been unable to hold a Job In the majors after
eevoral trials. "Why recount moro cases? There

q are dozens of others.
n But take the cases of a star player being

(ill iransierrou irom one major league to anoinor
M If ho stands the test ho is a real star. 'As reT
p marked before, some do and some don't.
l; In tho former class is Hal Chase, the great- -

i est first basemen of the game for some years
j and 3tIU far ahead of all rivals. He has played

lj on four teams in the past Ave years, and yet
p ho has played the same wonderful game with
li ' each team. And this inuuns in batting as well

jjj as fielding, for he is a .300 hitter right now
II and should end the season around this mark.
Illlj "With Cincinnati this year he is playing some
Hil of best ball of his career, despite the fact

i that any number of exports predicted that he
HI a.nd Hcrzog could remain together on tho same

fl fjl team not longer than two or three months.
j j Both of thorn are firebrands in a way. It Is no

j secret that Hal is temperamental and likewise
lj i It is no secret that Horzog is and

believes in driving his men, but If there has

II been uny trouble between the manager and hlB

HI j star tho public knows nothing of it, and It
Hil certainly has not affected Chase'B game.

JJI What's tho matter with Eddie Collins? Last
H I year, when he was obtained by the White Sox,
Hil together with soveral other stars it was pre- -

dieted that the Chicago entry would run away
with tho pennant. But It didn't. Collins put up

; b fine gamo, batting .332, and ranking second
among tho second buseinent in fielding, but

t1 somehow or other he didn't seem the same Col- -
j 11ns who formed one-four- of Connie' Mack's

famous Infield, and the White Sox did not run
til away with tho pennant.

This year ne appears even less the Collins o
Hi the old Athletics. He is batting around the .240

IUI mark, and he doesn't Boem to bo tho same great
ml , Holder ho was a few years ago. Why? It is
H I not duo to ago, because Collins ,13 still com- -

paratlvely young and he la aa smart as any
fJ

j player in tho game. Is it that the change In
J teams Is Just beginning to tell on him, or what?

I l l Take the case also of "Homo-run- " Baker, an- -
'

other fourth of that great Athletic infield. Never
jl a wonderful fielder, it was his slugging ability
l f that helped the Athletics to win league, cham- -

I plonshlpa and world's pennants. Evory readoc
j
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of baseball gossip knows tho history of his

differences with Connie Mack, of his refusal t
play with tho Athletics last year. And every

one knows how he was obtained by tho New
York Yankees this spring, when the owners of
that club were out with plenty of money with
tho avowed Intention of buying every first-cla-

player oblalnablo. In an effort to get a winning

ball team. They bought tho players, Including

Baker, but tho- club isn't winning moro than Its
'share of gamos.

Some expert, after tho sale of Baker to tho
Yankees, predicted ho would not hit the ball
as hard as ho did with tho Athletics, because
he would not have Eddie Collins to prcccdo him
In tho batting order. It was pointed out that
Collins, who often was on baso v;hen Baker
was at bat, distracted tho attontlon of tho
pitcher to such an oxtont that tho latter was
not able to pitch his best to Salter, and hence
the latter had a comparatively easy time piling
up a nlco fat batting average This Is rather

d, however, although It is a fact that
Baker Is hitting far from hlB form of 1014 and
several previous seasons. His batting avcrago
Is about tho samo as Collins' or less, and ho
had proven a bitter disappointment to tho Now
York fans, who had counted on him to help
Donovan win a pennant. What is tho trouble?
No ono Is able to say. Of course, there aro
dozens of exports who will tell you that It wat
Baker's year's rest which spoiled his "batting
arm and his oyo. iBut many cases can be cited
in which a rest has not Injured a playcrjs bat-
ting.

Baker 13 on a team which also has on Its
roster several other great individual stars, and
yet tho team is not going good. .Was it merely

tho switching from the Athletics, a team com-

posed of men, each of whom know tho other's
system of play to a dot, and each of whom
worked as a single cog In a perfect machine?

It would appear so.
On the samo team 13 another player, hailed
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PjpJ TRIS SPEAKER,

as a star by tho New York experts when ho

Joined tho Yankees Leo Mageo. Mageo was a
sterling player In tho National League. Ho hit
around the .280 and .200 mark, fiolded falrly
well, and could bo used on first and socond
base, as well as In tho outfield. Thoro wore
many who predicted he would bocomo one of
tho great stars of tho gamo. Othors, however,
contended that his record in his last year In
tho National League was about as good as ho
would ever make.

Then ho Jumped to the Federal Leaguo and
immediately becamo ono of tho slugging stars
of that circuit. Honco, when ho wont to tho
Yankees after the dissolution of tho Federal
League thoro was a burst of hysteria on the
part of the New York experts. He was hailed
by ono of them as tho "superman of base-
ball." and tho praises flooded on him wcro
only second to tho ones handed to Kauff and
Baker when thoy wcro obtalnod by New York
clubs. In fact, tho sport writers of Gotham
vied with each other as to who could pralso
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this trio in tho most extravagant language. Tho

answer7 Mageo has proven evon moro of a

disappointment than Baker.
Tho experts didn't take into consideration the

fact that Mageo had never faced pitchers of

American Leaguo caliber. The pitching of tho

National League had been notoriously weak

even before Mageo loft It, and tho Fodoral
Lcaguo brand was evon weaker. The experts
seomed to think Mageo would break Into tho

lcaguo and immediately begin slugging somo-whe- re

about tho one thousand mark-- at least
their language led one to Judge this was their
belief.

It Is prooablo that neither Magce nor Kaure
tho idiotic things thegavo uttcranco to all

Eastern papers credited or charged them with

saying, and It is hardly probable that Leo
him, "Of course, asaid, as ono paper quoted

man can't expect to lead a league In which Ty
to rank second to him IsCobb plays, but even

an honor." Leo probably didn't say theso
has ever accused him ofwordB, but no ono

underestimating his own ability. But he is hit

ting 'between tho .220 and .230 marks, and it
would appear that in this instance the chang-
ing of tho orbit had a considerable effect on this
star.

Benny Kauff Is hitting around tho .270 mark,
which is something llko a hundred points be-lo-

what his admirers prodlctod for him last
spring, but ho is putting up a much better
game than Mageo or Collins or Baker, and ho
is hitting tho ball hard and timely. Kauff has
shown hotter this year than any of tho other
Federal stars. He was the bright particular
star of tho Gllmoro circuit last year, but ho
evidently has learned that tho National Lcaguo
pitching Is different from tho Federal Leaguo
brand. At that Kauff may ond tho season closo
to tho .300 mark. Ho Is still young and has
much moro intelligence than ono would bcliovo,
if he belloved tho remarks attributed to him
last spring by the New York sport writers.

At that ono wonders if ho would bo hitting as
well as ho Is 1C ho had to face tho American
Lcaguo brand of pitching, as Mageo does.

Tris Speaker Is the ono great star whose
light Is even brighter than when he changed
team this spring. Ho is generally given credit
for tho great showing the Cleveland team Is
making, and thoro Is no question lut that his
slugging has hefped the team wondorfully. This
la ono caso in which the acquisition of ono real
star has brought a team to the front In a
pennant race, and it would bo a hugo Joko on
every one, sport writers, experts, fans and
tho general, public If tho despised Indians should
land first In October. Speaker Is hitting abovo
tho .350 mark, and Cobb will havo to hustle If
ho expects to finish, tho season In first place.

Plank and Davenport, pitching star3 of tho
Federal League, havo proven dismal failures
against tho heavy sluggers of tho Ainoricancli'-cul- U

Their cases were similar to those of Mageo
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and Kauff they faced a far stronger opposition
In the American than In tho Federal League. j

Cure ' Speeditis '
court, termed a clinic by somo, furANEW cure of "speeditis" among owners and

drlvors of autos and motorcycles, has been es-

tablished in Now York City. Tho court will
handle solely cases of violation of this traffic
ordinances.

Frederick B. House, appointed Judge of tho
court, says that tho best treatment for tho
d,l6caso Is "?50 and costs," and that tho court
will endeavor to apply tho remedy consistently.
In an effort to stamp out tho dlsoaso, which has
becomo rather widespread in that city.

iii
have been fewer outbreaks on tho jTHERE field this year than last. Why? I

Aro the players losing their "pop"? Ib tho
fighting spirit of tho olden days dying out? Or I
what Is the matter? Tho old-tim- e fan Is often 1

heard deploring tho absence of tho "fighting 1
spirit" of tho olden days, a spirit which was I
supposed to manifest itself by rca.1 fighting on , I
tho diamond, and they mean, "Tho good old 1
days havo passed away." 1

Sut tho old-tlm- o fan docs not realize that 1
baseball is progressing year by year, and noth , I
ing is moro notlccablo In this progression than 1
tho Improved behavior on tho ball field. At one I
time, according to theso It was tho 1
custom for tho members of ono team to go to S

bl ows with tho members of tho other team, ot Ipll
for a player and an umpire to engage in a bat- - 1 J
tie. Perhaps this didn't occur as often as th I

rs remember now, but at any rato thosa 'I
days have passed away, and gontlemanly be- -

havlor Is the rulo on tho ball field. Seldom
it Is that players como to blows now, or thai I
an umpire Is in real danger of physical violence. )

In fact, this year, thero havo l)cen no occur- - ll
ronces along this lino worthy of moro than
passing mention. jlft.

Tho public likes a scrappy player of tho Her. iff
zog typo, but Herzog Is one of tho few men In !MUi
tho gamo who know how to make a noiso and W.
bluster and then stop before ho goes too far. fmM
But tho high olllcials of. baseball want no rowdy. 'Mh
Ism on tho field and they are determined no( ( Huh
to have any. Likewise tho public doesn't wanf S
it. Every year there aro more and mon
women attending tho games, and the3o hav
had a refining influence on tho game. 7 jM
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